Strikebound: a dispute involving hospital linen.
On September 6, 1984, industrial bans were placed on the movement of linen within The Royal Melbourne Hospital. Initially, linen was stored in ward areas and, later, on hospital balconies. The dispute was not settled for 14 days; by this time, 25 beds and the Emergency Department had been closed. Stockpiled "soiled" and "infectious" linen bags posed a major safety risk. Once the bans were lifted, linen was removed and laundered under supervision, according to a carefully planned programme, in order to minimize the exposure of patients and staff members to potential cross-infection. Recommendations are made to cover infection control aspects associated with industrial disputes of this nature.